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1 CAWSTON CONSERVATION AREA 

1.1 Introduction 

1. During the Issue Specific Hearing on Environmental Matters (ISH6) on 24 April 2019, the 

Examining Authority (ExA) requested a joint position statement from the Applicant and 

Broadland District Council with regards to: 

• Heritage assessment of effects of proposed package of measures on the 

character or appearance of Cawston Conservation Area (Action Point 13) 

 

2. Appendix 1 to this document is the Applicant’s heritage assessment of effects of the 

package of mitigation measures at Cawston as proposed by the Applicant on the 

character or appearance of Cawston Conservation Area.  Appendix 1 also includes a map 

showing Cawston Conservation Area and a copy of the Conservation Area Appraisal both 

produced by Broadland District Council. 

3. A copy of the Applicant’s Heritage Assessment was provided to Broadland District 

Council on 22 May 2019 and their comments are reflected within this joint position 

statement.   

1.2 Summary of Cawston Conservation Area Heritage Assessment 

4. A proposed scheme of highway mitigation measures will be introduced along the B1145 

through Cawston, passing through part of the Cawston Conservation Area, to mitigate 

for traffic increases associated with the construction of Norfolk Vanguard and Hornsea 

Project Three offshore wind farms. 

5. The majority of the proposed highway mitigation measures will be temporary in nature 

(e.g. signage and road markings) and will be fully removed following the completion of 

construction works associated with Norfolk Vanguard and Hornsea Project Three.   

6. The pedestrian footway widening and road resurfacing would be permanent measures 

and would remain in place beyond the completion of construction works.  However, 

these measures offer longer-term benefits and link to the enhancement opportunities 

identified within the Cawston Conservation Area Conservation Appraisal, i.e. improving 

pedestrian priority and safety.  

7. Depending upon the phasing of the construction works associated with the two projects, 

the temporary highway mitigation measures are expected to be required for 2-3 years, 

prior to their removal.  These measures represent a temporary change to the 

appearance of the Conservation Area; however, any impacts upon the character of the 

Conservation Area will be minimised by adopting the principles of simple, unobtrusive 

and good quality (sympathetic) material during detailed design.   
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8. The increase in traffic associated with the construction of Norfolk Vanguard and Hornsea 

Project Three is considered to represent temporary harm to the character and 

appearance of the Conservation Area during the construction works and represents a 

temporary adverse impact on the ability of people to experience and appreciate the 

Area and the significance of its associated heritage assets.  However, this harm will be 

temporary and reversible, and the road resurfacing and pathway widening is considered 

to offer a longer-term legacy benefit to improve the ability for people to experience the 

Conservation Area along the B1145.  

1.3 Broadland District Council position 

9. Broadland District Council is generally in agreement with the contents of the Applicant’s 

Heritage Assessment as this recognises that there will be temporary damage to the 

character and appearance of the Conservation Area caused by the increase in Heavy 

Goods Vehicle (HGV) traffic in the area.  The Council welcomes the permanent widening 

of specific sections of footways and resurfacing of the main carriageway. 

10. However, the proposed widening of the footway outside No. 6 The Street, Cawston may 

have the unfortunate effect of narrowing the carriageway and increasing the risk of the 

corner of the Grade II listed Whitehouse Farm opposite being hit by a passing vehicle.  

11. The Council request that this be taken into consideration during subsequent 

development of the scheme of mitigation to ensure that the carriageway width is not 

reduced at this point. 

1.4 Norfolk Vanguard position 

12. A Road Safety Audit has been undertaken of the proposed highway mitigation scheme 

through Cawston, which has also identified potential safety concerns related to some of 

the proposed pavement widening.  The final design will ensure that there is no increased 

risk of the Grade II listed Whitehouse Farm being hit by a passing vehicle. 

13. Further discussion and agreement with Norfolk County Council and Broadland District 

Council will be undertaken post-consent during detailed design, to agree the final details 

of the highway mitigation scheme, including the proposed pavement widening outside 

No. 6 The Street, Cawston.  

14.  This further discussion post-consent will also include agreement of the surface materials 

and street furniture (both temporary and permanent), weighing practical and safety 

needs with conservation requirements and good practice within a Conservation Area.  

The detailed design will be will be captured within the final Traffic Management Plan 

and secured through DCO Requirement 21. 
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15. As outlined in section 1.2 any harm associated with the scheme of highway mitigation 

through Cawston will be temporary and reversible.  The road resurfacing and pathway 

widening is considered to offer a longer-term legacy benefit to improve the ability for 

people to experience the Conservation Area along the B1145.  
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2 APPENDIX 1 CAWSTON CONSERVATION AREA HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 



 

 
 
 

Norfolk Vanguard Offshore Wind Farm 

Cawston Conservation 
Area Heritage 
Statement 
Traffic Management 
Measures Proposed 
along the B1145 in 
Cawston 
Issue Specific Hearing 6 – Action Point 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applicant: Norfolk Vanguard Limited  
Document Reference: ExA; ISH6; 10.D8.3 
Deadline 8 
 
Date: 30 May 2019 
Author: Royal HaskoningDHV  
 
Photo: Kentish Flats Offshore Wind Farm 



 

                       

 

 Norfolk Vanguard Offshore Wind Farm ExA; ISH6; 10.D8.3 
May 2019  Page ii 

 

Table of Contents 

1 Introduction ............................................................................................................. 1 

 Purpose of the Document......................................................................................... 1 

 Summary of Cawston Proposed Highway Mitigation Scheme ................................... 1 

2 Cawston Conservation Area Considerations ............................................................. 3 

 Conservation Areas .................................................................................................. 3 

 Cawston Conservation Area Character Appraisal ...................................................... 3 

 The Proposed Highway Mitigation Details and Discussion ........................................ 5 

 Construction Traffic ................................................................................................. 10 

3 Conclusions ............................................................................................................. 12 

Figures  ............................................................................................................................... 13 

Appendix 1  ............................................................................................................................... 14 

 

 

Figures  

Cawston Conservation Area Map. 
Approach Driver Awareness Works on B1145 Cawston - Figure 03/322 Rev C (29.01.19). 
B1145 - Centre of Cawston Mitigation Scheme HGV – HGV Passing Points - Figure 03/322 Rev C 
(07.03.19). 
 

 



 

                       

 

 Norfolk Vanguard Offshore Wind Farm ExA; ISH6; 10.D8.3 
May 2019  Page 1 

 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 Purpose of the Document 

1. During the Issue Specific Hearing on Environmental Matters (ISH6) on the 24 April 
2019, the Examining Authority (ExA) requested a ‘heritage assessment of the effects 
on the Cawston Conservation Area’ associated with a proposed package of traffic 
mitigation measures through the village of Cawston (Action Point 13). 

2. The purpose of this document is to assess whether the proposed traffic mitigation 
measures for Norfolk Vanguard (the Project) will give rise to any potential significant 
impacts to the Conservation Area’s character and/or appearance.  

3. The proposed scheme of mitigation has been developed by Hornsea Project Three to 
address cumulative construction traffic impacts with Norfolk Vanguard through 
Cawston.  The principles of the scheme of mitigation have been accepted by Norfolk 
County Council as local highway authority although the final detailed design of the 
scheme will be subject to further sign off post-consent by both Norfolk County 
Council and Broadland District Council.   

4. Traffic noise and vibration impacts along the B1145 through Cawston for the Project 
alone and cumulatively with Hornsea Project Three have been assessed separately as 
part of the traffic cumulative impact assessment submitted to the examination at 
Deadline 5 (ExA; ISH1; 10.D5.3).  This determined that with the introduction of the 
traffic mitigation measures through Cawston associated traffic noise and vibration 
impacts will not be significant. 

 Summary of Cawston Proposed Highway Mitigation Scheme  

5. The proposed scheme of mitigation through Cawston is captured within the Norfolk 
Vanguard Outline Traffic Management Plan (TMP) (DCO document 8.8).  The 
proposals are also shown separately on two figures at the back of this report 
“Approach Driver Awareness Works on B1145 Cawston Figure 03/322 Rev C 
29.01.19” and “B1145 - Centre of Cawston Mitigation Scheme HGV - HGV Passing 
Points Figure 03/322 Rev C 07.03.19”. 

6. In summary the proposed mitigation includes the following elements (the proposals 
are located within the Conservation Area unless otherwise stated): 

• Parking restrictions limiting on street parking to newly painted parking bays painted 
onto the existing road (temporary). 

• Various signage: 

o 20 mph signs (temporary); 
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o End of 20 mph signs (temporary); 

o Priority to oncoming vehicles signs (temporary); 

o Proposed new village designed gateway features (permanent but outside 
Conservation Area); 

o New vehicle activated speed sign to the west of the village (permanent but 
outside Conservation Area); and 

o Relocation of existing vehicle activated speed sign to the east of the village 
(outside Conservation Area).  

• Road re-surfacing along the length of the B1145 through Cawston to improve 
condition and reduce vibration effects associated with potholes and rough surface 
etc (permanent); and  

• Localised footway (pavement) widening and improvement (permanent). 

7. A road safety audit undertaken in March 2019 by Orsted proposed that a mechanism 
to enforce the parking restrictions also be introduced. It has therefore been 
proposed that this will be single yellow lines on both sides of the road with waiting 
restriction signs added. 

8. All measures are currently proposed to be temporary in nature, with the exception 
of the re-surfaced road and footway (pavement) widening and improvement.  

9. For the Norfolk Vanguard project alone, the temporary measures are only required 
during the cable duct installation works, for a period of approximately 1 year.  

10. For Hornsea Project Three, the temporary measures would need to be in place for 
approximately 2 years. As such, when considered cumulatively, the temporary 
highway mitigation measures could be required for a total of 2-3 years. 

11. The principles of the scheme of mitigation have been accepted by Norfolk County 
Council as local highway authority although the final detailed design of the scheme 
will be subject to further sign off post-consent by both Norfolk County Council and 
Broadland District Council.   
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2 CAWSTON CONSERVATION AREA CONSIDERATIONS 

 Conservation Areas 

12. A Conservation Area comprises an area of special architectural or historic interest, 
the character or appearance of which is desirable to preserve or enhance. 

13. Conservation Area designation exists to manage and protect the special architectural 
and historic interest of such places and is essentially intended to protect the 
buildings and trees that fall within them. 

14. There are currently 21 Conservation Areas within Broadland District Council (BDC). 
These differ in their type (character and appearance) and include: 

• Parts of historic towns and villages; 

• 18th and 19th-century suburbs; 

• Model housing estates; and 

• Country houses set in historic parks. 

15. Cawston Conservation Area falls under the ‘parts of historic towns and villages’ 
category and was designated in 1979. 

16. Factors that contribute to the special quality of a Conservation Area can include: 

• The architectural qualities of the buildings; 

• The material used in their construction; 

• The relationship between buildings and their setting in the townscape / landscape; 

• The character of the spaces between buildings, including walls, hedges, trees and 
ground surface materials; and 

• Views from within and outside the area. 

 Cawston Conservation Area Character Appraisal 

17. The extent of the Cawston Conservation Area is shown on the Broadland District 
Council figure at the back of this report.  The Conservation Area along the B1145 has 
a western extent in proximity to Booton Road and an eastern extent a New Street 
covering an approximate 300m stretch of the High Street through Cawston.  A copy 
of the Cawston Conservation Area Character Appraisal (CACA) is included as 
Appendix 1 to this report. 
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 Road and Traffic References 

18. The Cawston CACA, adopted in March 2009, contains several references with respect 
to ‘traffic’:  It is noted in the 1979 statement that Nos. 39 to 45 Chapel Street were 
demolished in the 1980s as part of a County Council Scheme for highway 
improvements to Chapel Street to provide for adequate HGV access and a footway. 

19. The CACA (2009) notes that – “this is the only indication in the 1979 Statement of the 
conflict between heavy traffic and conservation in Cawston.” – and that “Since then 
the volume of traffic has increased: heavy goods vehicles pound through the streets 
constantly, causing danger to pedestrians and to bona fide village traffic, producing 
noise and spattering newly painted buildings with dirt.” – “Despite the removal of the 
bottle-neck in Chapel Street, the centre of Cawston can be hazardous for 
pedestrians…. Buildings are also potentially at risk from damage by traffic. Street 
widening and demolition is no longer accepted as the solution of traffic problems in 
built up residential and shopping areas, least of all in a Conservation Area.” (CACA 
2009, Introduction – p.2) 

20. Under ‘Location and Setting’ the CACA states that - “The village developed around a 
major road junction, and today the B1145 running east-west from North Walsham to 
Kings Lynn remains an important cross-country route.” (CACA 2009, Location and 
Setting – p.4).  “The form of the village derives from it being the meeting place of 
several roads leading in from the surrounding countryside – as well as from further 
afield, making it an ideal location for a market and a fair.” (CACA 2009, Location and 
Setting – p.4) 

21. Under ‘Form and Character’ the CACA states that “The Market Place is a most 
satisfying space. It is enclosed on all sides by buildings of interest or walls, but, 
whereas Chapel Street and the western arm of the High Street broaden out as they 
approach the junction, the eastern arm of the High Street becomes a narrow funnel 
between walls or buildings. It is important to conserve this contrast: any pressure to 
accommodate through traffic by road widening should be resisted.” (CACA 2009, 
Form and Character, The Market Place – pp. 4 & 5) 

 Character Detractors 

22. Traffic is highlighted as one of the primary elements which detracts from the 
character of the area; a situation which has further developed since the 
Conservation Area was originally designated in 1979. 

23. It is stated that “the heavy traffic passing through the village has a serious impact on 
the character of the Conservation Area.” (CACA, Things which detract from the 
Character of the Area, Traffic – p.8) 
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 Enhancement Opportunities 

24. The control of traffic through the Conservation Area is also seen as a primary 
enhancement opportunity. 

25. It is stated that “better control of traffic through the village would at once improve 
the environment and give the opportunity to consider other physical improvements.” 
(CACA, Opportunities for Enhancement, – p.9) 

26. “The repaving of the Market Place and part of the high street would then become 
possible. The emphasis should be on pedestrian priority and safety, while ensuring 
the prosperity of shops, the public house and other businesses in the village and 
allowing for residential access. Surfacing material and street furniture should be 
simple and unobtrusive, but of good quality.” (CACA, Opportunities for 
Enhancement, – p.9) 

 The Proposed Highway Mitigation Details and Discussion 

27. The two distinct elements of the proposed highway mitigation scheme for Norfolk 
Vanguard are addressed separately below:  

1) The B1145 approaches to Cawston (outside of the Conservation Area); and  

2) The B1145 through the centre of Cawston (within the Conservation Area). 

 1) The Approaches to Cawston on the B1145 (outside of the Conservation Area) 

28. The elements of the scheme of mitigation on the approaches to Cawston are shown 
on Figure’ 03/322 Rev C (29.01.19) provided at the back of this report.  

29. The mitigation proposed on the eastern side of the village, heading east – west, 
include: 

• Proposed new  village designed gateway feature (permanent) – approximately 500m 
east of Conservation Area. 

• Proposed 20 mph/30 mph speed limit change, i.e. 20mph if you’re heading into 
Cawston and 30mph if you’re heading out of Cawston (temporary) – approximately 
300m east of Conservation Area. 

• Relocation of Vehicular Activated Sign (VAS) to be provided in advance of school 
access and within the 20mph zone (permanent) – approximately 350m east of 
Conservation Area. 

• Existing footway to be widened (permanent) – approximately 250m east of 
Conservation Area. The potential for pavement widening is subject to ongoing 
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discussion with Norfolk County Council (NCC) as this was identified as a concern 
within the road safety audit.  This would be confirmed during detailed design. 

30. The mitigation proposed approaching Cawston on the western side of the village, 
heading west – east, include: 

• New village designed gateway feature (permanent) – approximately 400m west of 
Conservation Area. 

• New Vehicular Activated Sign (VAS) to be provided at a location to be agreed with 
NCC (permanent) – approximately 250m west of Conservation Area. 

31. The mitigation measures proposed approaching Cawston are designed to slow traffic 
speeds on the approach to the centre of Cawston, and the footway widening is 
designed to improve pedestrian safety.  As such these measures should be seen as 
positive and beneficial. However, these measures are unlikely to be visible from the 
Conservation (at distance of 250m or greater) and are considered to be non-material 
in terms of any associated adverse impact to the character and/or appearance of 
Cawston Conservation Area itself. 

 2) The Centre of Cawston Mitigation (within the Conservation Area) 

32. The elements of the scheme of mitigation along the B1145 through the centre of 
Cawston are shown on Figure 03/322 Rev C (07.03.19) at the back of this report. 

33. These proposed measures are all within, or partly within, the Cawston Conservation 
Area boundary. 

34. Heading east – west through the village, these measures include: 

Existing vegetation to be cut back within the highway boundary and verge clearance. 

35. This work is at the very eastern extent of the Conservation Area. This may include 
lopping of branches overhanging the road if forward visibility is being impaired.  This 
tree is noted as a ‘significant tree’, albeit not currently subject to a tree preservation 
order, and is numbered CA6 – Common Walnut within Appendix D of the Cawston 
CACA (2009). Any proposed lopping of branches of this tree would need to be 
discussed and agreed with the appropriate Broadland District Council Officer 
(Development Management and/or Conservation).  This will be captured within the 
final TMP to be produced post-consent, secured through DCO Requirement 21. 

Single way priority working signage, to be agreed with NCC. Proposed to be located 
near to/in the vicinity of the entrance to Whitehouse Farm. 
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36. Clear visibility of the signage will ensure this traffic measure is effective. Any new 
signage should be simple, unobtrusive and good quality. The exact size and location 
of the signage (albeit of a temporary nature) will also be important with respect to 
minimising impact upon the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. The 
final appearance and location of the signage will be discussed and agreed with NCC 
and Broadland District Council during the detailed design as part of the final TMP, 
secured through Requirement 21.  

Footway to be widened to a minimum of 1.2m to provide improved pedestrian 
amenity, from the corner of Norwich Road to the south-eastern corner of Market 
Square. Subject to ongoing discussion with NCC in relation to road safety. 

37. This would be a permanent measure which can be related directly to ‘opportunities 
for enhancement’ within the CACA (2009) with respect to pedestrian priority and 
safety. Any footway works should be simple, unobtrusive and use good quality 
materials. If this element is retained, this will be discussed and agreed with NCC and 
Broadland District Council during the detailed design and captured within the final 
TMP.  

Existing Bus Stops to be relocated to assist vehicle movement and reduce vehicle 
conflict (permanent). 

At present the bus stop signage is not obvious. Any new signage should be simple, 
unobtrusive and of good quality. The final location and appearance of the bus stop 
sign should be further discussed and agreed with NCC and Broadland District Council 
during detailed design and captured within the final TMP. 

Footway to be widened along the High Street frontage, where necessary, to provide 
a minimum footway of 1.2m, from nos. 5, 7 to 11 and 13.  

38. This would be a permanent measure which can be related directly to ‘opportunities 
for enhancement’ within the CACA (2009) with respect to pedestrian priority and 
safety. Any footway works should be simple, unobtrusive and use good quality 
materials. If required, this will be discussed and agreed with NCC and Broadland 
District Council during the detailed design.  

Existing parking to remain (in Market Square). 

39. No change, noted. As such this is not considered a matter directly relevant to the 
character and appearance of the Conservation Area. 
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New 20 mph zone sign and new end of 20 mph zone sign. Exact locations to be 
agreed with NCC within the vicinity of nos. 2c and 9-11 Chapel Street. 

40. Any new signage should be simple, unobtrusive and of good quality. Exact sizes and 
locations of signage (albeit of a temporary nature) will also be important with 
respect to minimising impact upon the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area. This will be discussed and agreed with NCC and Broadland 
District Council during the detailed design and captured within the final TMP.  

Footway to be widened to a minimum of 1.2m to provide improved pedestrian 
amenity, between nos. 15 to 19, 21 to 29, and also nos. 14 to 18.  

41. This would be a permanent measure which can be related directly to ‘opportunities 
for enhancement’ within the CACA (2009) with respect to pedestrian priority and 
safety. Any footway works should be simple, unobtrusive and use good quality 
materials. If required, this will be discussed and agreed with NCC and Broadland 
District Council during the detailed design.  

New 20 mph Zone sign and new End of 20 mph Zone sign. Exact locations to be 
agreed with NCC within the vicinity of The Old Forge (Booton Road / Goosepie Lane) 
and no. 41 Church Close. 

42. Any new signage should be simple, unobtrusive and of good quality. Exact sizes and 
locations of signage (albeit of a temporary nature) will also be important with 
respect to minimising impact upon the character and appearance of the 
Conservation Area. This will be discussed and agreed with NCC and Broadland 
District Council during the detailed design and captured within the final TMP.  

Single way priority working, signage to be agreed with NCC. Proposed to be located 
in the vicinity of The Old Forge and nos. 22/24 High Street. 

43. Clear visibility of the signage will ensure this traffic measure is effective. Any new 
signage should be simple, unobtrusive and good quality. The exact size and location 
of the signage (albeit of a temporary nature) will also be important with respect to 
minimising impact upon the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. 
This will be discussed and agreed with NCC and Broadland District Council during the 
detailed design and captured within the final TMP.  
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Formalisation and demarcation of parking bays (blue boxes) in front of nos. 5, 7 to 
11, no. 13 and no. 15 - south-side of High Street; and nos. 8 / 10, nos. 12, 12a and 
12b and nos. 14-18 – north-side of High Street. 

44. Any road markings should be simple, unobtrusive, and use good quality materials. 
Whilst temporary in nature, some further consideration of line/box colour, thickness 
and spacing will be required during detailed design. This will be discussed and agreed 
with NCC and Broadland District Council during the detailed design and captured 
within the final TMP..  

Single yellow lines along the non-parking bay lengths and associated parking 
restriction signs (advice received within the road safety audit but not yet shown on 
plans at the back of this report). 

45. Any road surface works should be simple, unobtrusive, and use good quality 
materials. Exact sizes and locations of signage (albeit of a temporary nature) will also 
be important with respect to minimising impact upon the character of the 
Conservation Area. The thickness and spacing of lines will also require further 
agreement during detailed design. This will be discussed and agreed with NCC and 
Broadland District Council during the detailed design and captured within the final 
TMP..  

Road re-surfaced to improve condition and reduce vibration effects associated with 
potholes and rough surface etc. (not shown on the plans at the back of this report). 

46. Surfacing materials should be simple and unobtrusive, but of good quality. The 
colour and visual finish will be important with respect to minimising impact upon the 
character of the Conservation Area. Further discussion and agreement with / 
between NCC and Broadland District Council will be required during detailed design 
and captured within the final TMP. 

 Summary of highway mitigation measures 
47. The majority of the proposed highway mitigation measures will be temporary in 

nature (e.g. signage and parking bay markings) and will be fully removed following 
the completion of construction works associated with Norfolk Vanguard and Hornsea 
Project Three.  Whilst these measures will represent a temporary change to High 
Street, impacts upon the character of the Conservation Area can be minimised 
through the use of simple, unobtrusive and good quality materials. 

48. The pedestrian footway widening and road resurfacing would be permanent 
measures and would remain in place beyond the completion of construction works.  
Road resurfacing and a focus on pedestrian priority and safety (pavement widening 
and repaving) is considered a longer-term beneficial focus and effect of the 
proposed highway mitigation measures and links to the enhancement opportunities 
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identified within the CACA (2009), for example in respect to pedestrian priority and 
safety.  

49. The measures (both temporary and permanent) will be undertaken within the 
principles of simple, unobtrusive and good quality (sympathetic) material.  Further 
discussion and agreement with NCC and Broadland District Council during detailed 
design will be required for new surface materials and street furniture (both 
temporary and permanent), weighing practical and safety needs with conservation 
requirements and good practice within a Conservation Area.  This will be captured 
within the final TMP, secured through DCO Requirement 21. 

 Construction Traffic 

50. The construction of both Norfolk Vanguard and Hornsea Project Three will lead to 
temporary increases in HGV traffic through Cawston.  The proposed scheme of 
mitigation discussed in Section 2.3 has been developed to address cumulative 
construction traffic impacts; however, the additional traffic itself has the potential 
change the character of the area. 

51. Norfolk Vanguard construction traffic and cumulative traffic with Hornsea Project 
Three is outlined below: 

Norfolk Vanguard alone 

• 1 week@ 112 peak daily HGV movements 
• 22 weeks @ 95 average daily HGV movements 
• 13 weeks @ 44 average daily HGV movements 
• 23 weeks @ 8 average daily HGV movements 

 

Hornsea Project Three alone 

• 2 year flat profile @ 127 daily HGV movements 
 

Cumulative traffic (Norfolk Vanguard + Hornsea Project Three) 

• 1 week @ 239 peak daily HGV movements 
• 22 weeks @222 average daily HGV movements 
• 13 weeks @171 average daily HGV movements 
• 23 weeks @135 average daily HGV movements 

 

52. The traffic numbers represent a temporary increase in HGV traffic movements 
through the village and associated Conservation Area.  
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53. This level of increased traffic will result in an adverse impact to the character and 
appearance of the Conservation Area, and particularly the ability to experience and 
appreciate the Conservation Area along the B1145 and the significance of its 
associated heritage assets.  However, this harm will be temporary and reversible and 
the introduction of the footway widening will offer longer-term improvements for 
people to experience the Conservation Area.   

54. In addition, Norfolk Vanguard has sought to reduce the peak traffic for Norfolk 
Vanguard alone through Cawston from an originally assessed 240 peak daily HGV 
movements down to 112 peak daily HGV movements. 

55. Norfolk Vanguard alone will represent an increase in traffic for approximately one 
year.  As a worst case, the duration of the traffic increase will be 2 to 3 years with 
the inclusion of Hornsea Project Three.  Whilst, it is acknowledged that residents and 
visitors to Cawston may consider 2 to 3 years to be a substantial period of time, it is 
nonetheless a temporary and reversible impact.    
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3 CONCLUSIONS  

56. A proposed scheme of highway mitigation measures will be introduced along the 
B1145 through Cawston, passing through part of the Cawston Conservation Area, to 
mitigate for traffic increases associated with the construction of Norfolk Vanguard 
and Hornsea Project Three offshore wind farms.  . 

57. The majority of the proposed highway mitigation measures will be temporary in 
nature (e.g. signage and road markings) and will be fully removed following the 
completion of construction works associated with Norfolk Vanguard and Hornsea 
Project Three.   

58. The pedestrian footway widening and road resurfacing would be permanent 
measures and would remain in place beyond the completion of construction works.  
These measures offer longer-term benefits and link to the enhancement 
opportunities identified within the CACA (2009), i.e. improving pedestrian priority 
and safety.  

59. Depending upon the phasing of the construction works associated with the two 
projects, the temporary highway mitigation measures are expected to be required 
for 2-3 years, prior to their removal.  These measures represent a temporary change 
to the appearance of the Conservation Area; however, any impacts upon the 
character of the Conservation Area will be minimised by adopting the principles of 
simple, unobtrusive and good quality (sympathetic) material during detailed design.   

60. Further discussion and agreement with NCC and Broadland District Council during 
detailed design will be required for new surface materials and street furniture (both 
temporary and permanent), weighing practical and safety needs with conservation 
requirements and good practice within a Conservation Area.  The detailed design will 
be will be captured within the final TMP and secured through DCO Requirement 21. 

61. The increase in traffic is considered to represent temporary harm to the character 
and appearance of the Conservation Area during this period and represents a 
temporary adverse impact on the ability of people to experience and appreciate the 
area and the significance of its associated heritage assets.  However, this harm will 
be temporary and reversible and the road resurfacing and pathway widening is 
considered to offer a longer-term legacy benefit to improve the ability for people to 
experience the Conservation Area along the B1145.  
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APPENDIX 1 

Cawston Conservation Area Character Appraisal 
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